
THE COSTS OF 
SERIOUS AND 
ORGANISED 
C R I M E  I N  
AUSTRALIA 

2013–14 24% of 
Australia’s 2015 
social security and 
welfare budget

=

= 6.3% 
added to the 
average cost 
of living

=
$1561  
from every 
man, woman 
and child in 
Australia =

3 weeks 
pay (average 
for the entire work 
force)

Serious and organised crime cost Australia 

$36 BILLION
in 2013–14.

Of this, 

$21 BILLION
includes the cost of serious and organised criminal 
activity as well as the serious and organised 
component of conventional crimes.

ORGANISED 
FRAUD

$6.3B

ILLICIT DRUG 
ACTIVITY

$4.4B
ILLICIT 
COMMODITIES

$1.5B

 

217 million 
baskets of groceries 
(at an average cost of 
$167.45 per basket)

=

$6.2B
CONSEQUENTIAL 
SERIOUS AND 
ORGANISED CRIME

$1.2B
INDENTITY 
CRIME

$1.1B
CYBER 
CRIME

ENABLERS
$0.5B

CRIMES 
AGAINST 

THE 
PERSON

$89M


